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September 8, 2017 

Mr. Mark Thompson 
Vice President - Environmental Affairs 
Montana Resources, LLP 
600 Shields Avenue 
Butte, Montana 
USA, 59701 

Dear Mark, 

Re: Response by the Engineer of Record to Comments Submitted by Atlantic Richfield Company  

1 – INTRODUCTION 

Montana Resources, LLP (MR) is preparing a permit amendment application to provide for continued mining 
beyond 2020. The proposed amendment considers the YDTI with embankments constructed to a crest elevation 
of 6,450 ft (Anaconda Datum) and commencing operation of the West Embankment Drain (WED). The 
amendment will provide approximately 12 years of additional mine life. Knight Piésold Ltd. (KP) developed the 
YDTI Design Document to support the permit amendment application. The YDTI Design Document is comprised 
of a series of technical reports covering the subject areas and content specified in Montana Code Annotated 
(MCA) 82-4-376, which prescribes the design document requirements for a tailings storage facility and is the 
governing legislation for preparation of a design. 

MR engaged an Independent Review Panel (IRP) for review of the Design Document, as mandated by  
MCA 82-4-377, early in the design process (beginning in July 2015) as it provided the opportunity for 
discussions of site investigation requirements, design concepts and alternative tailings management strategies 
prior to completion of the design. The IRP has statutory obligations to review the Design Document and provide 
any recommended modifications to MR and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality. The panel’s 
determination in their review is conclusive, and the Engineer of Record (EOR) must modify the design document 
to address the recommendations of the panel and certify the completed design document. The final review of the 
completed YDTI Design Document is presently underway by the IRP. 

2 – RESPONSE TO COMMENTS SUBMITTED BY ATLANTIC RICHFIELD COMPANY 

MR was provided comments and recommendations from Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO), an external 
stakeholder, during preparation of the final YDTI Design Document. The ARCO comments considered revisions 
of the reports comprising the Design Document that have since been superseded. Table A1 presents a summary 
of the ARCO key comments and recommendations, and the associated response from the EOR and references 
to information within the YDTI Design Document, where applicable. A complete copy of the ARCO comments 
and recommendations ‘Final Report, Yankee Doodle Tailings Impoundment, Butte, Montana’ May 3, 2017 is 
presented in Appendix B with highlighting and labels that cross-reference to Table A1. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

CONCORDANCE SUMMARY: ATLANTIC RICHFIELD COMPANY (ARCO) 
COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS, YANKEE DOODLE TAILINGS IMPOUNDMENT 

 
(Pages A-1 to A-16)  
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APPENDIX B 
 

ANNOTATED VERSION OF THE FINAL REPORT YANKEE DOODLE TAILINGS IMPOUNDMENT, BUTTE, 
MONTANA; DAVIDSON, MORGENSTERN, HIPPLEY; MAY 3, 2017 

 
(Pages B-1 to B-69) 
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The KP/MR response to the comments and recommendations are presented in Table 1 'Concordance Summary: Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) Comments/Recommendations'. Use the numbers in the right margin of this report to cross-reference the response.
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